2012/2013  U16 AGE CHAIR REPORT
U16  Fundamentals Camp
      PARA did not send any racers to the U16 Fundamentals Camp and did not request any discretionary spots for the camp.  USSA–Eastern made it known that there would be 20 automatic spots pre-selected and only 15 available spots.   A call to Alex Krebs determined that they had received 70 discretionary requests so far for those 15 spots, so I decided not to try to locate and request any PARA racers this year. 
PARA U16 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
      Despite the short window of time between the last regional qualifiers and the U16 Championships Derby, the three day event went smoothly and was well-organized.  The Derby was held at 7 Springs on February 15th – 17th and the quota of 80 racers was easily handled.  Filling the discretionary spots was not a problem as the racers just missing the regional qualifying spots showed a lot of interest in racing at the U16 Derby.  As was typical at 7 Springs this winter, natural snow conditions were good and the weather was somewhat moderate for all three event days, so heavy use of urea and course preparation volunteers were not required.  Race course conditions were good with average maintenance and all course sets were appropriate and challenging.  The Super G race was run extremely well and was very exciting for all.  Many different experienced TDs and Referees pitched in as needed during all three days.  This resulted in smooth running races and a good understanding between course officials, coaches, and all involved in general.   Many thanks also to all the race workers (race officials, coaches and parents) who helped make this event successful and memorable for our racers.  An especially huge thanks to Kim Wright and Kristan DiBiase, and their whole crew of Derby Co-Chairs, who did an excellent job all weekend and on organizing the fun and delicious awards banquets. 
Despite the déjà vu feeling of mostly the same 80 racers as in the J3 championship of last year, five new names made the State Team and much reordering of the finish places occurred in 2013, including two new state champions.  Congratulations to this years’ male and female State Champions, Blake Bowman of SRRC and Laurel LaLone of WPRC.  The 2013 U16 State Team is as follows:
U16 Mens State Team


U16 Womens State Team
BOWMAN, Blake    
 SRRC
   1997

LaLONE, LAUREL          WPRC          1997
DiBIASE, Nelson       
WPRC
   1997

CLARK, Tally                   WPRC          1998
STEWART, Andrew          SRRC
   1997                  DePAULO, Annelise         BMRA
       1997
SCHAEFFER, Devon        WTSEF
   1998                  CLARK, Courtney             WPRC          1997
FAZEKAS, Philip    
 BMRA
   1997                  WRIGHT, Harris               WPRC          1997
RYLEY, William
               BMRA     1998                  MILLER,  Katie                 WTSEF        1997
ROUSE, Kyle        
DCWST
   1997                  TINDALL, Dana                EMSC
       1997

COMBS, Stephen               BMRA     1997

TINDALL, Dana                EMSC
       1997
WILLIAMSON, Jack         SRRC      1998

JOHNSTON, Sarah            JFRT            1998
BLASEY, Nick
               HVRC
   1997                  FREIN, Kathleen                EMSC
       1998
VERNON, Jefferson          DCWST   1998

WESTGATE, Abbi             EMSC
       1997
WAKEEN, Casey
SRRC
   1997 
POST SEASON EVENTS
 
PARA sent the top seven racers to the U16 Eastern Junior Championships (JO’s), with three men and four women traveling to Sugarloaf, ME.  The PARA female racers attending JO’s had very good overall results, with some excellent results in SL, very good results in SG and good results in GS.  The men had decent overall results, with good results in GS, fair results in SL, but trouble competing in SG.  Notable results in SG were a 25th for Laurel LaLone and 44th for Tally Clark, in SL a 26th for Annelise DePaulo and 29th for Tally Clark, and in GS a 38th for Laurel LaLone, 40th for Annelise DePaulo, and a 40th for Philip Fazekas.  Without consistent finishes overall,  none of our JO racers earned spots at the AmCan event against the top U16 Canadians the following week.
All 15 quota positions (9 men, 6 women) were filled for the U16 Eastern Finals at Attitash, NH.  The PARA female racers attending the Finals had good SG runs and fair overall results, with six top-30 finishes. The men had better than average GS runs with seven overall top 40 finishes, but weaker than average SL runs.  Notable results in SL were a 10th for Sarah Johnston and 30th for Kathleen Frein , in GS were 9th for Sarah Johnston and 34th for Kelly Flack, and in SG a 14th for Sarah Johnston, 20th for Kathleen Frein, 26th for Abbi Westgate, and 36th for Heather MacEwen.  In men’s GS, most impressive was 25th place finish from Carson Twiford and the other men had good finishes of 33rd for William Ryley, 34th for Stephen Combs, and 37th for Nick Blasey..

The Piche Invitational in Gunstock NH was not attended, since it was decided beforehand that that would only be offered to the U14 racers.
It appears that the PARA racers at JOs finished above or similar to the past trend, especially the female racers.  There has been a gradual improvement in results of the PARA athletes at post season events over the past few years, with several top 30 and top 20 finishes.  The past couple years of athletes are taking advantage of occasional opportunities to attend developmental camps and gaining experience racing in New England and New York.  The allowance of U16 racers in the PARA Pa Cups will help the U16 racers develop even more and should only improve future post-season results.
Reports from the athletes and coaches were that the PARA athletes and families bonded together as a team and really enjoyed the events and each other.

Thank you to the post season coaches:

U16 JO Coaches:  Mattie DePaulo, Jim DiBiase, and Scott Stewart.
U16 Finals Coaches:  Bruce Bedell, Bruce Newman and Ralph Manson.
LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT SEASON

In an effort to provide adequate time to select discretionary spots, notify racers and parents, and prepare start lists for the PARA U16 Derby, all attempts should be made to complete the regional qualifiers early, leaving as much time as possible between the last qualifying race and the Derby.  
Based on the recent USSA shift to the U16 age groups, it is currently unknown how PARA quotas and the post-season events will be run in 2014.   It is also unknown if a replacement event will be created for the previous ERS race series.  Information will be posted by the PARA board as the decisions for next season are made. 
     It has been my pleasure to serve as the U16 Age Chair for the past year.   Thank you for all the support and assistance that I received.                                             
Jamie Joyce
PARA U16 Age Chair

