2011/2012  J3 AGE CHAIR REPORT
J3 EASTERN REGIONAL SERIES (ERS)

PARA sent six J3 racers to the J3 Eastern Regional Series held in late January at Whiteface, NY.  Four male and two female athletes attended.  Those athletes attending were Courtney Clark, Heather MacEwen, Blake Bowman, Kyle Rouse, Philip Fazekas, and Sumner Brumbaugh..  All PARA quota spots were filled and none of our top qualified J3s turned down their invitations.  PARA coach Scott Stewart of Ski Roundtop represented the athletes and worked hard under brutally cold conditions.  Results for the PARA racers were decent in SL, but only fair in GS on very challenging courses. 
PARA J3 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Despite the subpar 2012 winter and the short window of time between the last regional qualifiers and the J3 Derby, the three day event went smoothly and was well-organized.  The Derby was held at 7 Springs on February 17th – 19th and the quota of 80 racers was easily handled.  Filling the discretionary spots was not a problem as the racers just missing the regional qualifying spots showed a lot of interest in racing at the J3 Derby.  As was typical for this winter, natural snow conditions were thin and soft and the weather was somewhat warm for all three event days, so heavy use of urea and course preparation volunteers was required.  Once set up, course conditions were good with average maintenance and all course sets were appropriate and challenging.  As was done last year, one TD was assigned to the event for all three days.  This resulted in smooth running races and a good understanding between course officials, coaches, and all involved in general.  Many thanks to the TD, John McGregor, for his time and support to all things PARA.  Many thanks also to all the race workers (race officials, coaches and parents) who helped make this event successful and memorable for our racers.  An especially huge thanks to Kim Wright and Deb Dix, who did an excellent job as the J3 Derby Co-Chairs and on the fun and delicious awards banquets.  Congratulations to this years’ male and female State Champions, Philip Fazekas of BMRA and Annelise DePaulo of BMRA.  The 2012 J3 State Team is as follows:
J3 Mens State Team



J3 Womens State Team
FAZEKAS, Philip    
 BMRA
   1997

DePAULO, Annelise         BMRA
      1997
BRUMBAUGH, Sumner    EMSC
   1997

JOHNSTON, Sarah            JFRT           1998
BOWMAN, Blake    
 SRRC
   1997

MILLER,  Katie                 WTSEF       1997
ROUSE, Kyle        
DCWST
   1997
               LaLONE, LAUREL          WPRC         1997
DiBIASE, Nelson       
WPRC
   1997

GILBERT, Natasha            EMSC
      1997
BLASEY, Nick
               HVRC
   1997

CLARK, Tally                    WPRC        1998
SCHAEFFER, Devon        WTSEF
   1998

TINDALL, Dana                EMSC
      1997
KINGSTON, Nils               LMRT
   1998

WRIGHT, Harris                WPRC        1997
RYLEY, William
               BMRA     1998

FREIN, Kathleen                EMSC
      1998
TWIFORD, Carson
SRRC
   1997                  MACEWEN, Heather         PASEF       1997
WAKEEN, Casey
SRRC
   1997
STEWART, Andrew          SRRC
   1997
TUOMALA, Kasper
WTSEF    1997
POST SEASON EVENTS
 
PARA sent eight of the top J3 racers to the J3 Eastern Junior Championships (JO’s), with a quota of four men and four women traveling to Sugarloaf, ME.  The PARA female racers attending JO’s had very good overall results, with some excellent results in SG, very good results in SL and good results in GS.  The men had decent overall results, with better than average SL and GS runs, but trouble competing in SG.  Notable results in SG were a 17th for Sarah Johnston and 28th for Annelise DePaulo, in SL a 19th for Philip Fazekas, and in GS a 31st for Annelise DePaulo, 30th for Philip Fazekas, 32nd for Sumner Brumbaugh, and a 35th for Kyle Rouse.  The excellent finishes for Sarah Johnston and Philip Fazekas earned them spots at the AmCan event against the top J3 Canadians back at Sugarloaf the following week.
All 16 quota positions (9 men, 7 women) were filled for the J3 Eastern Finals at Killington, VT.  The PARA female racers attending the Finals had fair overall results, with six top-30 finishes. The men had good or better than average GS runs with seven top 30 finishes, but weaker than average SL runs.  Notable results in SL were a 15th for Dana Tindall and 25th for Katie Miller and in GS were 13th and 25th for Katie Miller .  In men’s GS, most impressive was 8th and 12th place finishes from Nelson DiBiase and the other men had good finishes of 21st for Blake Bowman, 22nd for William Ryley and Devon Schaeffer, and 26th for Nils Kingston..

Nine out of ten J3 athletes opted to attend the Piche Invitational in Gunstock NH (five female and four male athletes).  The remaining quota spot for Piche was deferred to the J4’s. The PARA J3 racers did well at Piche’s this year with top ten finishes by Kelly Flack, Haley Schierwagen, Colin Turner and Stephen Combs.  Also of note in the new optional SL race were 3rd and 7th place finishes by Stephen Combs and Colin Turner.
It appears that the PARA racers at JOs and Piche’s finished above the past trend, especially the female racers.  There has been a gradual improvement in results of the PARA athletes at post season events over the past few years, with several top 30 and top 20 finishes.  The recent field of athletes is taking advantage of occasional opportunities to attend developmental camps and gaining experience racing in New England and New York.
Reports from the athletes and coaches were that the PARA athletes and families bonded together as a team and really enjoyed the events and each other.

Thank you to the post season coaches:

J3 JO Coaches:  Mattie DePaulo, Bruce Bedell, and Ralph Manson.
J3 Finals Coaches:  Dan Chayes, Jim DiBiase, and Scott Stewart.
Piche Coaches:  see J4 report
LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT SEASON

In an effort to provide adequate time to select discretionary spots, notify racers and parents, and prepare start lists for the PARA J3 Derby, all attempts should be made to complete the regional qualifiers early, leaving as much time as possible between the last qualifying race and the Derby.  
Based on the current USSA shift to the U16 age groups, it is currently unknown how PARA quotas and the post-season events will be run in 2013.   It is also unknown if the second year U16s or the first year U16s would qualify for next years’ ERS (or its replacement event). Information will be posted by the PARA board as the decisions for next season are made. 
     It has been my pleasure to serve as the J3 Age Chair for the past year.   Thank you for all the support and assistance that I received.                                             
Jamie Joyce
PARA J3 Age Chair

