2009/2010 J3 AGE CHAIR REPORT
ELITE RACE SERIES (ERS)

PARA sent seven racers to the J3 Elite Race Series held in late January at Okemo Mountain, Vermont.  Five male athletes and two female athletes attended.  Those athletes attending were Kailey Joyce, Liza Legro, Owen Braun, Dakota Detwiler, Wesley Wright, Robert Powell and Jamie Bender.  All PARA quota spots were easily filled with our top qualified J3s, and a discretionary request was granted for Jamie Bender.  Coach Bruce Bedell of Ski Roundtop represented the athletes.  Results for the PARA racers were good in SL, but only fair in GS.
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Despite the short window of time between the last regional qualifiers and the J3 Derby, the three day event went smoothly and was well-organized.  The increased quota of 80 racers continues to have little or no effect on the event itself.  With occasional exception, racers in the lower quota spots fall in the bottom of the results for all three disciplines.  Filling the discretionary spots was not a problem this season as the racers just missing the qualifying spots showed a lot of interest in racing at the J3 Derby.  Snow conditions were plentiful and soft, but the weather was excellent for all three event days.  Course conditions were very good with maintenance and all course sets were appropriate and challenging.  As was last year, one TD was assigned to the event for all three days.  This resulted in smooth running races and a good understanding between course officials, coaches, and all involved in general.  Many thanks to the TD, Dan Chayes, for his time and continued support to PARA.  Many thanks also to all the race workers (race officials, coaches and parents) who helped make this event successful and memorable to our racers.  A huge thanks to Kim Wright and Deb Dix, who did an excellent job in their second year as the J3 Derby Co-Chairs and on the awards banquets.  Congratulations to this years’ male and female State Champions, Jamie Bender of SRRC and Kailey Joyce of WPRC.  The 2010 J3 State Team is as follows:
J3 Mens State Team



J3 Womens State Team
BENDER, Jamie    
SRRC

1995

JOYCE, Kailey
            WPRC
      1995
KENNEDY, Christian    
SRRC

1996

Marlin-Andrews, Celine BMRT            1995
BERGEN, Trevor
BMRT

1995

LEGRO, Liza                   SRRC
      1995
BUFO, Jacob         
PASEF

1996

HOLE, Sara                      BMRT
      1996
POWELL, Robert
BMRT

1995

QUIGG, Haleigh
             EMSC
      1995

WRIGHT, Wesley       
WPRC

1995

RITCHEY, Alyce             BKRT           1996
BRAUN, Owen

SRRC
               1995

ZELIFF, Alexandra          WPRC
      1995
DETWILER, Dakota
SRRC

1995

AU,  Taylor                      BMRT
      1995
LENIHAN, Sean

PASEF

1995
LEBAUER, Shaner
WTSEF

1996
MacCRORY, Alec
LMRT

1995
DESMOND, Jeremy
BMRT

1996
GIBSON, Kobie     
TMART

1995
SPIVEY, Oakes
               TMART
1995
HAVENS, Jack

DCWST  
1996
POST SEASON EVENTS
 
PARA sent eight racers to the J3 JO’s (quota is five men and three women).  All 15 quota positions for Eastern Finals were filled, plus one additional extra granted from unused SARA quota.  Nine out of ten J3 athletes opted to attend Piche’s (two female and seven male athletes).  The remaining quota spot for Piche was deferred to the J4’s.  
The PARA female racers attending JO’s had better than average results, while the male racers did not do as well.  PARA racers at Finals and Piche’s finished above the past trend as well, again especially the female racers.  There has been a gradual improvement in results of the PARA athletes at post season events over the past few years, with several top 30 and top 20 finishes.  The recent field of athletes must be taking advantage of occasional opportunities to attend developmental camps and gaining experience racing in New England and New York.
Reports from the athletes and coaches were that the PARA athletes and families united as a team and really enjoyed the events and each other.

Thank you to the post season coaches:

J3 JO Coaches:  Bruce Bedell and Rolf Mair
J3 Final Coaches:  Bill Dunstan and Kelsey Newell
Piche Coaches:  Taylor Harrison, Patrick Wende, and Christian Hoehner
LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT SEASON

In an effort to provide adequate time to select discretionary spots, notify racers and parents, and prepare start lists for the Derby, all attempts should be made to complete all regional qualifiers, leaving as much time as possible between the last qualifying race and the Derby.  Based on the current PARA quota, the six second year J3’s who qualify for next years’ ERS are Sara Hole, Alyce Ritchey, Christian Kennedy, Jacob Bufo, Shaner LeBauer, and Jeremy Desmond.
       It has been my pleasure to serve as the J3 Age Chair for the past year.   Thank you for all the support and assistance that I received.                                             
Jamie Joyce
PARA J3 Age Chair

